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Dear Friends of Goonj

 As we bring to you the annual report of 2014-15, we can’t help but notice how much of 

our work this year has been around disasters.. Even as post Uttarakhand floods 

rehabilitation work is still on, floods in J&K shocked us this year.

Despite working on disaster relief for more than a decade; from the Gujarat earthquake, 

Tsunami, Leh flash floods and many cyclones including Aila in West Bengal, Phailin and 

Hud Hud in the eastern coast of India, the one common feature is the of the disaster 

affected who choose to work for their relief material. The work has also taught us that 

disasters are indeed a window into human behavior, bringing out the best and the 

worst in all of us. 

We also want to draw your attention to some ignored disasters like winters which lurk 

around us year after year. These are low hanging fruits; issues that can be solved easily 

with smaller investments. Similarly monsoon floods every year in north east or parts of 

Bihar and Odisha aren’t even acknowledged as disasters. For us this is the work we 

want to focus on; around the ignored basic needs of people.

While we continue our team building work, The big news is that Goonj won the 

prestigious Deutsche Bank’s Urban Age award this year. This award is special because it 

is for our less talked about work in the cities. It is indeed a happy moment for the entire 

Team Goonj.

In conclusion we leave you with Team Goonj’s mantra..

 Lagey Raho.. 

Anshu Gupta

On behalf of Team Goonj
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Cloth for Work (CFW)
Urban under utilised material as rural development resource..

of material has also grown steadily over the 

years. This year we dealt with more than 

2000 tons of material 74 dispatches and , 

313 tons of material to Uttarakhand itself 

for our ongoing  work there.

CFW is about using the cities discarded material 
as a powerful resource for addressing individual 

and community needs for rural India

Spread across over 700 villages of India, 

G o o n j  c o n d u c t e d  o v e r  1 6 0 0  C F W  

activities this year. Some of these activities 

like bridge making or road repair can run into 

many days while others like village or drainage 

cleaning etc. can be done 1-2 in a day.

This year Goonj worked with 318 grassroots 

organizations  across the country. The volume 
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Goonj held over 370 NJPC awareness 

meetings in 260 villages across 7 states 

including Delhi NCR.  We reached out over 

3,75,000 MY Pads to women across  

I n d i a  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o v e r   9 0 0 0   

undergarments. 14 sessions were held in 

colleges and schools in cities like Delhi and 

Bangalore, under Goonj’s Million voices 

Voices Campaign, to break the culture of 

shame and silence around menstruation .

Not Just a Piece of Cloth (NJPC)
A viable solution and awareness for womens’ basic need.
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For more than a decade NJPC is highlighting the 

three A's; awareness, access and affordability 

challenges that women face in dealing with 

menstruation. Goonj's Million Voices campaign is 

breaking the culture of shame and silence on this 

issue in urban and rural India. 
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School to School (S2S)
 Sensitizing  children and addressing basic school material needs..
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This year we reached to 562 school, 336 

Aanganwadi and 44 other educational units 

in 610 villages across India, with the basic 

school material, toys and stationary.  More 

than 17000 Goonj School Kits were also 

provided.

 Sensitizing urban children to the challenges of their 
rural counterparts to generate basic school 
material for resource starved rural schools 

across India.



Providing shoes in partnership with TOMS

TOMS is an international company that 

matches every pair of shoes purchased 

with a pair of new shoes given to a 

child in need. One for One®. In India 

TOMS has partnered with Goonj and 

some other grassroots organizations.

G o o n j  w o r k e d  w i t h  1 1 8  p a r t n e r

organizations in 713 villages to reach  

shoes to over 550 schools and the same 

number  of  aanganwaids  as  wel l  

as 19 informal centers / Coaching 

Centers / orphanages / stitching centers. 

We  a l s o  re a c h e d  ov e r  1 , 0 0 , 0 0 0  

shoes as part of our Winter Kits across 

Ind ia .  In  tota l  we  reached over  

3,40,000  shoes  throughout  the  year.
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Happy feet and the daily puddles of life..



Fire-Nawalpur, Bettiah Fire-Bihar HUD HUD

We worked on over 10 different kinds of 

disasters this year in 496 villages across India. 

In Hud Hud cyclone alone we reached out to 

over 7000 families while under Rahat Floods 

over 9000 families received relief material. For 

the little known disasters like fire,we  reached  

out  relief  to  over  2000 families across Bihar,

Delhi, Odisha, UP, Uttarakhand and West 

Bengal. Goonj reached out over 26,000 

comprehensive winter kits to some of the 

poorest  communities. 

RAHAT Disasters
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Redefining disaster relief and rehabilitation..

In states like Uttarakhand and J&K where winters 

turned out to be a bigger disaster for the 

floods hit people.



J&K Floods relief and rehabilitation  

The floods in J&K shocked everyone. The relief 

work was tough because road route remained 

closed for many days. In the crucial initial days 

all dependence  was  on  airlifting  material  

from 4-5 different cities where Goonj was 

collecting from the masses. The operation was 

led by our Founder Director who was in 

Kashmir within days of  the disaster. The initial 

operations were facil itated by local 

volunteers,

many of whom had their own losses to 

recount.  As the massive relief operations 

ended, we  pulled  together  a  team 

comprising of some amazing  volunteers 

(now our team members) and started the 

second phase of rehabilitation operations. 

We now have a project office and a team 

overlooking Goonj’s J&K operations.  
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Reaching out even when the water is gone.. 
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Our   first task  was  to  help  the people  of 

Kashmir deal with the second disaster of 

severe  winters in the midst of the destruction 

of their homes and belongings.  We reached 

out over 12000 winter kits apart from quilts, 

mattresses, pherans, cooking utensils etc. to 

the worst  affected people like laborers and to

under privileged families  in the  far  flung  

parts of  J&K. We also opened 9 free 

coaching centers in partnership with local 

schools (for 4 months) for students whose 

studies were completely disrupted due to 

the  floods.

J&K Floods relief and rehabilitation  



Repair and rebuilding

For the first time Goonj took up major repair 

and construction work in disaster hit areas, 

especially in schools in Uttarakhand after the 

floods there. We came across an urgent need 

to take up small repair work which could make 

the buildings safer for the children. 

We made 23 toilets apart from doing  

general repair work in 21 schools. The 

toilets were made where there  were  none  

or  there  weren’t  separate ones  for girls.

11

Making little improvements..
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New ideas and experiments..

This year through 16 sewing/stitching centers, 

Goonj provided training  and employment to 

women in deep interiors of Bihar and 

Uttarakhand. Making a foray  into  computer 

education, Goonj also started 3 computer 

centers with some second hand computers. In 

some disaster areas  we noticed an urgent 

need for coaching centers for children whose 

studies were disrupted. This led to running of 

22 coaching centers in Uttarakhand,  J&K and 

Bihar. With the contribution of medicines in 

big volumes, we were able to work closely 

with many organizations and government 

hospitals for organizing 63 medical camps 

in some states. 147 marriages, primarily in 

rural parts, were supported with a special 

Marriage Kit, we create with variety of 

material. 
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Addressing gaps with innovative ideas..



Urban activities

 As more people become aware of our work there is a repeated giving throughout the year. 
This year we held 74 camps in the major metros.

Stalls/ExhibitionsStalls/Exhibitions

Stalls are usually held in corporates and in some public places. This is where we 
display Green by Goonj products.  This year we held 59 stalls.

We display fiction/literature books that we get from the cities (unsuitable for the 
villages). Book Fairs are usually held at schools, collages and corporate offices. 

This year we held 7 Book Fairs across India.

Book FairsBook Fairs

Awareness cum 
collection camps
Awareness cum 
collection camps

Connecting the cities to the villages..
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Recognitions

Feb’ 12 Edelgive Award’: Goonj won ‘  in health & well- being category.

Dec’11 SAFRG award’: ‘  for initiatives in raising resources.

Nov’10: listed by ‘Forbes’  Anshu Gupta as one of India’s most powerful rural 

               entrepreneurs.

May’10: ‘Innovation for India award’ by Marico for developing innovative solution 
               by using old cloth and other material.

Nov’09: Lien i3 Challenge Award’ ‘Cloth for Work’ wins international ‘

Mar’10: ‘  for Fair PracticesJamnalal Bajaj CFBP Award’

Mar’ 09 Real Heroes’ : CNN IBN’s ‘ award to Anshu Gupta 

Mar’ 08 : ‘India NGO of the Year’ award by Resource Alliance. 

May’ 07 World Bank’s Global Development Market : Goonj’s  ‘NJPC’ initiative wins ‘
                Place Award’.

Successive  for School to School (S2S) in 2004, ‘Changemaker’s Innovation Awards’
for ‘RAHAT’ in 2006 & for ‘Not just a piece of cloth’(NJPC) in 2009.

2004:  ‘Prestigious Ashoka Fellowship’  to Anshu Gupta, for his innovative idea & 
            its mass social impact.

 

Nov’ 14 Deutsche Bank Urban Age Award’: Goonj won the ‘

Feb' 14 The World's Top 10 Most Innovative Companies : Goonj listed among ‘
               in India’, by Fast Company.

Nov’ 12: ‘Social Entrepreneur of the year award’ to Mr. Anshu Gupta, by the 
                Schwab Foundation, (sister concern of World Economic Forum).

Jul’ 12:  Goonj recognized as ‘Game Changing Innovation’ by NASA & US State

              Dept. 

Jun’ 12 Japanese Award’:  GDN- ‘  for Most  Innovative Development Project. 

14



What People are saying about Us...

“I greatly admire your efforts in this direction  and congratulate you  as it has now  

become a movement with the  participation and support of the like- minded  people.                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                            - Avantika, Facilitator at Jagriti Yatra 2014
 

“Goonj- it really reverberates!

I found it as an outstanding organization with a highly selfless and dedicated team of people 

with extra-ordinary zest & zeal to work for suffering humanity. Goonj continues to reverberate 

everywhere in the flood-hit areas. Its relief work has been immense & unparalleled with absolute 

transparency as its hallmark.”                                                   

 - Dr. Farooq Ahmed Ex Director, Animal & Husbandry Dept. ( J&K)
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“The clothes that you gave us were beyond what we had expected. They were so clean 

and as good as new. The fluffy pink jacket and the pretty beaded sweaters brought 

a big smile to some of the little girls who received it. All of them who received 

it complimented on the clothes and none of them believed they are not new. ”                                                                                                                                

 - Saira Samuel , Cuddles foundation
 

                  

 
 

Thank you so much Anshu Gupta sir and the Team Goonj for such a splendid work in our village 

KATARA. You have not only lightened up our village; you have enlightened our lives...Your

 "Cloth for Work" program has a prominent role in the development of more than Fifty interior  

villages where near about 60,000 poor people have been benefitted in the last five years.                                                                                                                                                                         

- Rajib Kalita 

 
 “What I really respect about this organization is their systematic and scientific approach of disaster 

handling. It goes further to create sustainable channels of employment and innovation. I hope that 

with the kind of work Goonj is doing it can document these learning’s and share it with the few 

colleges in India where students are studying Disaster Management.”                                                                                                                                                                      

-Tiyasha Sinha 

“Goonj is synonyms to acceptance, care, hope, trust and support in building lives back to normalcy ... 

Anshu you, your team and all stalwarts with you in crisis intervention throughout the year 

around in various states, have tremendous strength and unstoppable spirit ... Goonj is unique ..”                                                                                                                                                                                

-Usha Kala, Volunteer, friend & a well wisher
 

“Commendable work again by Goonj..I love what you do. It’s not about solving 

problems of others #its about helping them solve their own problems.’’                                                                                                                                                            

- Shraddha Bhange



Media Speak

16



17

Financials



Financials

18



Financials

19



Financials

20



21



www.facebook.com/goonj.org www.twitter.com/goonj

GOONJ.. (H.O.)‐ J‐93, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi‐ 110076
Tel.‐ 011‐41401216, 26972351

Email‐ mail@goonj.org     Website‐ www.goonj.org

Special Note of Thanks to all our contributors and supporters 

Every year as we grow and spread our work, especially when we work in big disasters.. 

we are overwhelmed by the love and support of people from all walks of life, 

who carefully follow our posts and do's and dont's about giving.

 We take this opportunity to thank hundreds of individuals, corporates, institutions 

and agencies who have stood by us over the years.

 For us each and every contribution is important, irrespective of its value or status. 

Goonj’s City Offices - Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kolkata
                                     Patna, Rishikesh, Srinagar, Bhubaneswar
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